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NEWSLETTER 
President's Letter 
Dear MKR Society Friends – 
 

By Florida standards, my home here is designated as being a “rural” area. Although sadly, I see 

development creeping closer almost daily. But, there is still enough nature around me that I enjoy my daily walks 

and creature encounters.  

I never tire of reading Marjorie’s observations and descriptions of nature and the land around us. She was 

especially enchanted with the Cardinals or “Red Birds” as she called them. Whenever I step outside, their 

birdsongs and calls are everywhere. I always enjoyed them too until a particularly obnoxious one moved in.  

On the second floor, we have a full-length glass door leading onto a balcony. Until recently, this was a 

favorite place to observe nature. The view is lovely. But, four months ago, we were first assaulted by loud 

pounding and hammering noises. A beautiful male, seeing his reflection on the glass and thinking it to be another 

male, started the barrage. He will not give up his territory. The noise is unbelievable as he dive-bombs or stands on 

the floor and pummels his image. This was an all-day assault. When is this bird eating? To save the bird and his 

health, we covered the door with fabric both inside and out. But, every time we removed the cloth, thinking he had 

left, he returned to his aggressive angry behavior. So, we went back to a covered door and lost view. A sad time 

for us and the poor bird. We continue to be hopeful. Have others seen this behavior?  

And now for my final “Maine Moose Musings.” I ran out of space in the last newsletter. There are over 

eight miles of wooded roads on our Hickory Hill Farm in Maine. I never tire of walking these trails and meeting 

the wild animals who share the woods, heath, and fields with us. From age three, I have always had a way with 

animals both wild and domesticated. Deer, moose, coyotes, fox, and even bear will meet and sometimes even walk 

beside me for a bit. I consider this a gift.  

One fall day, I came around a corner and met a young male moose around a year and a half. I kept walking, 

and he turned around and followed, walking beside me. We were both silent, enjoying the walk.  

After a short time, we came to a crossing where a connector road joined our road. The young male stopped 

and looked across at the crossroad. I did too. Suddenly, what appeared to be his mother and sister joined us. This 

was exciting as I had never met three moose before. My previous encounters were never over two. The two joined 

us and greeted the young male. Being outnumbered, I just quietly waited on the side. After about five minutes, all 

three continued down the main road towards the heath and water.  

I stood watching. Suddenly, I felt something watching me. I turned around slowly and came face to face 

with a huge bull moose. I thought, “Oh no, mating season. Poor time to meet you.” But I felt no aggression or 

threatening behavior from him. I pointed down the road and told him to follow the girls. And he did. But four 

moose at once, still my record.  

I love my wildlife encounters, especially bear, and have only been frightened once in my life. One day, I 

came upon the cutest tiny bear cub doing somersaults on the trail. It tumbled right out in front of me. For the first 

time ever, I felt the cold stab of fear as I was only about two feet away. Where was mother? I slowly backed away, 

humming a soft lullaby as mother appeared. I just kept backing up as mother stood quietly watching me. I relaxed 

a little, knowing I was ok from her behavior. I so wanted to stay and watch the little bear. It was adorable. But I  
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President’s Letter (cont’d) 

 
 know the rules and laws governing nature. I know Marjorie would love these 

walks too.  

I hope to see many of you soon at the MKR Society Conference in St 

Augustine, FL, March 20 and 21. It will be a wonderful time renewing old 

and new friendships in a lovely venue. But, best of all, learning more about 

MKR, her career and life. 

 

Sincerely,  

Elaine Bradbury      

 

 

 

                              

 
 

According to Dengarden, a popular website on home and gardening, you can 

prevent a bird from attacking your window by drawing on the window with 

highlighters, covering the window with decals or smudges, using stick-on 

deflectors or shiny objects on the glass, closing the exterior blinds/shades, 

installing an awning, or distracting the bird with wind-chimes or a nearby 

fountain or bird bath.  
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Silent Fundraiser – Elaine Bradbury is collecting items for the 2020 Silent Auction Fundraiser. Any MKR 

books or memorabilia you are willing to donate will be appreciated. The auction also includes books, crafts, 

foods, or memorabilia with a Florida theme. If you have published a book, please consider contributing a signed 

copy to the auction. All contributions must be in good, like-new condition. Contact Elaine at 

loon44@icloud.com with questions or to donate. 

33rd Annual Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Conference 
St. Augustine, Florida 

March 20-21, 2020 
 

The Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Society invites you to attend the XXXIII Annual Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 

Conference, to be held at the World Golf Village Renaissance St. Augustine Resort on March 20-21, 2020. 

Make your hotel reservations now by accessing their website at: https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/jaxbr-

world-golf-village-renaissance-st-augustine-resort/ or calling 800.468.3571 or 904.940.8000. Reservations at 

the conference rate must be made by 5:00 pm Friday, February 21.  

 

The Rawlings Society has secured a group rate of $179 per night per double or king room for the duration of the 

conference. We are trying a new concept this year, adding a “St. Augustine Brunch” feature that will allow for 

smoother conference operations in the mornings. This optional buffet-style brunch will be served on Friday and 

Saturday mornings between 10 and 11 am for your enjoyment.   

 

Plans are underway to arrange for a special trolley tour of downtown St. Augustine on Friday afternoon with our 

own David Nolan as guide. There are only 55 spaces available, so please be sure to get your registration in as 

soon as you can to reserve your space. Several informative and entertaining presentations are in the works. 

Please contact Executive Director Flo Turcotte if you wish to be included on the program at turcotte@ufl.edu. 

 

We have secured a group rate of $15 per ticket for the Saturday evening performance of Cross Roads: 

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings & Norton Baskin in Unguarded Moments at the historic Lincolnville Museum.  You 

will be able to order tickets on your conference registration form (see insert). For more information about the play, 

please see the news release on the next page. 
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A CLASSIC THEATRE ANNOUNCES CAST OF CROSS ROADS: 

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings & Norton Baskin in Unguarded Moments 

St. Augustine, FL- The extraordinary life and times of the beloved Florida writer, Marjorie 

Kinnan Rawlings, and her husband, Norton Baskin, are revealed in Cross Roads: Marjorie 

Kinnan Rawlings & Norton Baskin in Unguarded Moments by Deborah B. Dickey. 

Inspired by their letters, the story follows the couple from their courtship through their 

long separation during World War II. The cast features two of St. Augustine’s finest 

actors, Nancy Grote as Marjorie and Ashley Carter as Norton, in the roles they first 

created in ACT’s featured production during Romanza’s inaugural season. Both actors 

appeared in last season’s hit production of Ripcord and have graced the ACT stage in 

several other memorable ACT productions. 

A Classic Theatre celebrates this surprisingly, “modern marriage” and unconventional 

love story with six performances of Cross Roads at the Lincolnville Museum and Cultural 

Center, located at 102 ML King Ave., on March 13-15 and 20-22 with evening 

performances at 7:30 pm and matinees at 2:00 pm on March 15 and March 22. Tickets are 

$20 for general admission and $15 for groups of 10 or more. Tickets can be purchased on-

line at www.aclassictheatre.org/tickets. 

For reservations please call 904-501-5093. 

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings is best known for her Pulitzer-Prize winning novel The 

Yearling, her chronicle of life on her Florida farm, Cross Creek, and her many short 

stories with Florida settings. Norton Baskin was the proprietor of The Castle Warden 

Hotel in St. Augustine and manager of Marineland’s Dolphin Restaurant and served as an 

ambulance driver for the American Field Service in the Burma campaign during World 

War II. 

A Classic Theatre, Inc. is a 501(c) (3) non-profit dedicated to presenting new, historic and 

classic plays for St. Johns County. For further information contact ACT at 

aclassictheatre.org. 
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Rollins College Ceremony 

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Stone on Walk of Fame 

Hall of Fame Stone ceremony – Rollins College, Winter Park - October 26, 2019 – Florence 

Turcotte remarks 

Thank you all for coming today. I’d like to also thank Dr. Leslie Poole and the Rollins College 

administration for making this momentous occasion happen. Thank you to Rollins President 

Grant Cornwell for taking the time to help us celebrate Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and her 

contributions to Rollins history. 

I’d also like to acknowledge my friends and archivist colleagues here at Rollins Wenxian 

Zhang, Darla Moore and Rachel Walton, who is by the way a two-time University of Florida 

graduate (go Gators)! 

Wenxian graciously provided some of the photographs I brought with me today. 

In preparing for this ceremony, we not only harvested a stone from The Rawlings Historic State 

Park in Cross Creek, but we also took care to specifically identify a sample of North Florida 

limestone the underlying bedrock that filters the surface water and feeds the Floridan aquifer, a 

FINITE resource that sustains so many of us here in the state. 

As President Cornwell indicated, Rawlings’ ties to Rollins began with her appearance at the 

annual Animated Magazine event -- which ran from 1927 to 1969. Of course, Marjorie actually 

spoke many times at this event (1934, 1937, 1938, 1941, and 1945: She became very close to 

President Hamilton Holt (the originator of the Animated Magazine and a once well-respected 

national magazine editor) and both the archive here and at UF have letters between them. 

Rawlings also corresponded with Edwin Osgood (E.O.) Grover, Holt’s Vice President. Besides, 

Rawlings, many impressive writers in the 50s and 60s came to Rollins, including but not 

limited to a Poet Laureate, famous national and international novelists, American cartoonists, 

and some popular press correspondents. 

In order to illustrate the depth of the feelings that Rawlings had for Holt, I’d like to read an 

excerpt of a letter she wrote to him in early 1937, after the death of both Holt’s wife and his 

sister in the span of one year: 

“I grieve for you – for I know too well – that no matter how satisfying one’s work may be, life 

comes back to the human element and finds there its comfort and its pain. It seems to me that 

you have had too great a share of human loss – yet you are strong, to bear it. And I hope there 

is some little comfort in the admiration and devotion of the great number of us who are 

fortunate enough to call ourselves your friends.” 

cont’d on page 6 
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After the publication of The Yearling, Holt wrote: “I sat up last night until long after midnight 

finishing the Yearling. I have not read anything in years that has moved me as much… How 

you entered into the heart of these people whose exterior must be alien to you, is of course the 

evidence of your genius. I believe Jody will live in the hearts of everyone that reads the book. If 

it does not become an American classic, it will be the fault of the American people and not of 

the book” (May 14, 1938). 

The degree of honorary doctor of letters was conferred on Rawlings in Feb 1939, and the 

certificate resides in the Rawlings Collection at UF. After the ceremony, President Holt wrote: 

“I think Rollins honored itself in honoring you, and I hope now that you are an honorary 

alumnae of this little institution you will be free to come and go on any and all occasions.” 

I’m so glad that Rawlings’s memory has found a permanent home here at Rollins. I am truly 

honored to be able to witness this ceremony and to place a record of this ceremony into the 

MKR archive as its curator. Thank you. 

 
 
Grant Cornwell (Incumbent President of Rollins College), Elaine Bradbury (President of the Marjorie Kinnan 

Rawlings Society), and Florence M. Turcotte (Executive Director of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Society) of the 

University of Florida unveil the newest member of the Rollins College Walk of Fame. 
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More News and Upcoming Events 
 

The ash remains of J T Jake Glisson were laid to rest beside his father’s grave in the Citra Cemetery, Citra, 

Florida, on Nov. 30, 2019, by his widow Pat and family. Jake was Marjorie’s next-door neighbor in Cross 

Creek and a character in her book Cross Creek. A memorial plaque will be placed at the site by the MKR 

Society.  -  Jim Stephens 

 

Lois Lowry, author of numerous books including The Giver, remembers her mother reading The Yearling by 

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings to her as a child.  She was struck not only by how she herself was moved by the 

story, but also by how it moved her mother in a similar way.  She was not simply the recipient of the story 

but was actually sharing the experience with an adult.  Lowry's own books seem to transcend a reader's age 

in the same way. 

by Connie Diamond, November 1, 2016 from the blog "Favorite Children's Books of Famous Authors" 

 

Yuval Taylor’s new book Zora and Langston (Norton, $28) is the next best thing to joining Zora Neale 

Hurston and Langston Hughes on their spontaneous road trip after meeting by chance while Hurston was 

studying African-American folk culture in Florida, according to Maureen Corrigan, NPR.  

 

Work completed by longtime member of the MKR Society, Stetson Kennedy, for the WPA in the 1930s 

and 1940s is resurfacing as part of legislative efforts to identify African American cemeteries throughout 

the state. (Tampa Bay Times January 2, 2020).  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The newly dedicated Rollins College Walk of Fame stone of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. 
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*Note: MKR Society Membership Year is from July 1-June 30. Consult the mailing label for your renewal date. 
 

To learn more about the society and information on the annual conference, visit our website, 

http://rawlingssociety.org/, or check out our Facebook page and Yahoo Group.  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rawlings Society 

PO Box 117005 

Gainesville, FL 32611-7005 
 

   

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP? 

Please check your address label. The date 

that you see on the label is the date your 

dues are due. If your membership is 

current, we thank you! Renewal card at: 

http://rawlingssociety.org/ 

Annual MKR Society Membership Prize 
 

We are continuing our membership campaign to double our current membership. To win, please have your name 

written on the bottom of the new members’ registration forms or let Anne Pierce know the names of your 

referrals. Anne can provide extra forms to you!  

 

The winner who registers the most new members will receive FREE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION for 2020.  

 

Here are some ideas to solicit members: 

• Encourage adult children to join; 

• Give a gift of a reduced price student membership to children, grandchildren, or other students you know; 

• Speak to neighbors and members of your community library or historical societies about joining; 

• Local groups such as historical societies, book clubs, garden clubs, or libraries are always looking for 

guest speakers. Our President tailors her talks around these groups to encourage membership. MKR 

presents so many areas for discussion such as literary, cooking, gardening, history, travel, and wildlife. 

Always offer some kind of incentive as a door prize, a MKR book, local honey, soap, plant for example. 

This is always a big draw. 


